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Public School Educators from Across Tennessee Call for Paid Parental Leave
Dear Members of the Tennessee General Assembly,

As public school teachers and administrators, we work hard to teach and care for children
across our state. But without dedicated paid parental leave, many of us are unable to take
adequate time to care for our own children without sacrificing our income or savings. We urge
you to support SB 1458/HB 983, a bill that would provide 6 weeks of paid parental leave for
public school teachers and administrators across Tennessee.

Currently, most teachers must either take unpaid leave or exhaust our paid sick and vacation
days when a new child arrives, leaving no remaining paid leave in case we or our child get sick
later on. Providing paid parental leave separately ensures that educators can reserve our paid
sick days for when we truly need them.

Paid parental leave will make local school districts more competitive in recruiting and retaining
employees. Our neighboring state of Georgia now offers paid parental leave for its K-12
educators, and major Tennessee companies like FedEx and Pilot Flying J offer it as well. This is
critical as districts struggle with high turnover and a shortage of qualified educators. According
to a 2021 survey of Tennessee educators, 22% of respondents indicated they planned to leave
the public education field altogether.

Paid parental leave promotes economic security, improves maternal and child health, and
ultimately keeps people attached to the workforce. No public educator should have to choose
between caring for our own children or maintaining our family’s economic security. Enacting SB
1458/HB 983 is a simple way to support teachers and ensure that Tennessee schools retain
qualified educators, leading to stronger families and communities.

Sincerely,
First Name Last Name Position School District
Ashlyn Adams Teacher Knox County Schools
Melinda Amundson Teacher Tipton County Schools
Leslie Angerer Teacher Knox County Schools
Tina Atkinson Teacher Metro Nashville Public Schools

Emily Bray Teacher Metro Nashville Public Schools
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